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“Education, Employment, Partnerships and Gender Equality: A Winning Formula for Roma in VET” 
Online launching event
November 6, 2020, online via Zoom
Dear Madam / Sir,
We are pleased to invite you to participate in the launching event of “Education, Employment, Partnerships and Gender Equality: A Winning Formula for Roma[footnoteRef:1] in VET” implemented by Roma Education Fund (REF) and Roma Versitas Kosovo (RVK) and funded by the Austrian Development Cooperation. [1:  As it is most commonly used in European policy documents and discussions, the term “Roma” refers to a variety of groups who describe themselves not only as Roma but also as Gypsies, Travellers, Manouches, Ashkali, Sinti and other titles. This document will use this term as a convenient shorthand while recognizing the rich diversity of the people and cultures that it includes.
* All references to Kosovo, whether the territory, institutions, or population, in this Contract, shall be understood in full compliance with United Nation's Security Council Resolution 1244 without prejudice to the status of Kosovo, and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence.
] 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The overall objective of the Project is to contribute to social inclusion and poverty reduction of Roma in Albania and Kosovo* through support of the vocational education and training, and facilitation to labour market. The Project focuses on strengthening professional skills of beneficiaries through provision of wide range of vocational trainings, paid professional internships, professional skills development, and cooperation and partnerships with employers. It includes scholarships, tutoring and mentoring support, as well as development of personalized career development plans, and training sin soft skills needed for a competitive job market of today. 

The ceremony will take place online, via Zoom platform, on November 6, 2020, from 09:30 – 11:30.

You can join us via Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89321018742?pwd=ZW9kTTVwZmIzOVBPdWttT3VGMXNwdz09
Meeting ID: 893 2101 8742
Passcode: 951144

Your participation at the event will be much appreciated. 

We look forward to hosting you.
The agenda is enclosed below.

Agenda
	09:00-09:30
	Joining to the event via Zoom

	09:30 – 10:00
	Welcoming remarks
· Redjepali Chupi, Co-Director of Roma Education Fund
· Avni Mustafa, Executive Director of Roma Versitas Kosovo

Moderator:  Kadrije Krasniqi, Project Coordinator, Roma Versitas Kosovo

	10:00-10:30
	Keynote speakers
· Xhavit Rexhaj, Deputy Minister of Ministry of Education and Science
· Ergin Bunjaki, Deputy Minister of Ministry of Economy and Environment 
· Qazim Rrahmani, Deputy Minister of Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport

Moderator: Driton Berisha, Roma Education Fund Country Facilitator

	10:30-11:10
	Presentation of the Project 
· General Overview and context
· Project Intervention areas
· REF’s approach and methodology 

Presented by: Sibina Golubovic, Project Manager, Roma Education Fund

· Project intervention areas
· Geographic focus
· Implemented activities in 2020
· Plan for 2021 and 2022
· Project challenges

Presented by: Armend Behluli, Head of the Municipal Office for Communities and          
                         Return in Gjakova 
                         Kadrije Krasniqi, Project Coordinator, Roma Versitas Kosovo

	11:10-11:30
	Open discussion and closing remarks 






Roma Versitas Kosovo
The main goal of the RVK is to increase the retention rate and academic capacities of Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian university students in Kosovo.
Roma Education Fund
The Roma Education Fund (REF) is an international foundation established in 2005 and dedicated to closing the gap in educational outcomes between Roma and non-Roma. With an active and growing network of representative offices across Central, Eastern, South Eastern Europe and Turkey, REF provides grants and scholarships to entities and individuals who share its belief in quality, inclusive education and desegregated schools and classrooms.
Austrian Development Cooperation 

Austrian Development Cooperation supports countries in Africa, Asia, South Eastern and Eastern Europe in their sustainable development. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and International Affairs plans the strategies. The Austrian Development Cooperation implements programmes and projects together with public institutions, civil society organizations as well as enterprises.
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