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Why prioritise the development & well-being
of the youngest children?

Overwhelming evidence of the importance of early childhood
development

Early childhood recelives little attention in politics & public
policies

Many policies impact young children, but they rarely take the
child’s perspective or address inequality

We will advocate for more political visibility and resource allocation
to early childhood
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A time of enormous challenges & opportunity!

Poverty & social inequality threaten Europe’s long-term
prosperity & stability

Everything Is inter-connected — we need a more integrated
approach to policy making

Massive recovery spending can transform our societies &
economies for the better
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Campaign mission

To Influence public policies and spending so that all families — but
particularly those living with adversity — get the support they need
to provide a healthy, safe and nurturing environment for their

youngest children.

first ye
fmf FVLM"
#FirstYearsFirstPriority



A 360° approach to early
childhood development
policies and services

#FirstYearsFirstPriority

| Child’s wellbeing depends on family’s
wellbeing.

| Early years’ experiences matter tremendously
in a person’s life and have long term impact on
individual's health, learning and wellbeing.

| Fragmentation of policies and services affects
primarily vulnerable families, but also all
families. (Geinger et al, 2015)

I Complex problems require joined-up and
systemic approaches (Moore & Fry, 2011).

first ye
ws FVW'



Maternal
A 360° approach to early

hand child
ealth and

. A childhood development
Chilo Social policies and services

poverty protection

Young

Chlldrer_‘ Child Guarantee
and their (European Commission)
families

Cross- Early Nurturing Care Framework

sectoral stimulation (WHO, UNICEF, World Bank)
coordination [ learning

\ Family /

environment
and parenting
support

first ye
ws Fri,e-r'

#FirstYearsFirstPriority



european
= I lpubllc health
- . alliance

Health inequalities and Roma heal‘th" 70

EPHA Is a change agent aiming to
build public health capacity to deliver
equitable solutions to European public
health challenges, to improve health

e R = and reduce health inequalities.
Achieving

- Health
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I public health

Investing In ECD to reduce health inequalities
across Europe

1. ECD as a driver for closing the gap in health

2. Policy commitment for combating disparities in health
from the first years of life

3. Looking forward

The European Public Health Alliance, the International Step by Step Association (ISSA), through its
initiative the Romani Early Years Network, welcomes the European Commission's commitment to

Revising our social and
political priorities to

strengthen the protection of vulnerable children through the development of...

ensure health equity
across Europe

aharieva | Aug 27. 2020 | Children and Youth, Health Inequalities. Roma Health | Publications
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The first thousand days of a child's life are vital for their optimal physical and mental development f I rs t y e a rs

and the realization of their full potential. The lack of adequate nutrition, quality healthcare and

prevention services, vaccination, affordable medicines, learning...
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Learning through playing

64 Toy

Libraries first yedr:
10 COUNTRIES U"vS PrW
#FirstYearsFirstPriority



INVEST IN QUALITY EDUCATION FOR GENERATIONS
AND GENERATIONS

Communily participalion & parental
involvement ROMA

EDUCATION FUND
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Leaving no child ‘behind’
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Session 2: How does the campaign
achieve change for young children
In Europe?
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Pathways for achieving change

3 components to the campaign:

1. Building a community of ECD advocates at national & EU level

2. Leveraging EU policies & funding to support reforms & public
Investment at national level

3. Raising awareness of ECD and collecting and disseminating a

strong evidence base
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Campaign strategy: Top-down Bottom-up
advocacy

EU Advocacy

. #FirstYearsFirstPriority
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Leveraging EU action

Action Plan on the Pillar of Social Rights, including the Child
Guarantee initiative

Comprehensive EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child

Macroeconomic recovery policies (building an ‘economy that works
for people’ - main pressure via the European Semester)

EU budget 2021-2027, In particular earmarking of funds in ESF+

Mainstreaming early childhood development in other EU policy areas
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National partners

Bulgaria - Trust for Social
Achievement, For Our Children
Foundation

Finland - Central Union for Child
Welfare

France - Ensemble pour
I'Education de la Petite Enfance

Hungary - Family, Child, Youth
Association

#FirstYearsFirstPriority

Ireland - Child Rights Alliance

Portugal - Fundacao Nossa
Senhora do Bom Sucesso

Romania - Step by Step Center
for Education and Professional

Development
Serbia - Pomoc Deci

Spain - Plataforma de Infancia
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NATIONAL COORDINATORS
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TRUST
FOR SOCIAL
ACHIEVEMENT

X

BULGARIA

Key recommendations:

Improve the cross-sectoral approach to planning central policies with a
direct impact on child well-being

Develop a National Strategy for ECD policies, services & interventions

Improve mechanisms for the participation of CSOs in the policy
planning & implementation process at national, district, local and

community levels

Invest In ECD workforce
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#

LASTENSUOJELUN KESKUSLITTO
CENTRAL UNION FOR CHILD WELFARE

FINLAND

Key recommendations:

Conduct child impact assessments on each decision concerning
children

Improve the coordination of all ECD services & family support

Ensure that Finnish Roma children & other children in vulnerable
situations attend ECEC services

Strengthen and develop support in ECEC
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FRANCE

Key recommendations:

. Address ECD as a national priority
. Channel targeted funds for children & families in vulnerable situations

. Set up a long-term evidence-based French national Child Guarantee,
with proven impact on child development, to improve support of
parents and professionals

. Consolidate all actions towards children across all sectors — health,
education, social protection, cultural, social policies & private
business
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Key recommendations:

. Improve the coordination between different government
structures to ensure coherent & effective ECD policies

. Increase the capacity of high quality, flexible ECD-related
services, Including childcare, healthcare & education

. Ensure equal access to healthcare and other essential services
for children from marginalised groups, such as children with
disablilities, Roma children, and others
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CHILDREN'S
RIGHTS

ALLIANCE

IRELAND

Key recommendations:

Develop an affordable, high-quality ECEC system that is
accessible to all

Fully implement the First Five to improve the lives of babies,
young children, and their families

Address food poverty and reduce childhood obesity

Create a dedicated Child Health workforce that can provide an
Integrated approach to service planning & delivery
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PORTUGAL FUNDAGAO

do Bom Sucesso

Key recommendations:

Take action to reduce child health inequalities, through early
detection & intervention

Improve the timely access to high quality health services for all
children, especially those most in need

Take steps to improve the transition of institutionalised children to
family-based care

Increase the coverage of community-based ECEC. ECEC
services should be integrated In the education system
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ROMANIA c§1

Step by Step

Key recommendations:

Develop national strategies on ECD
Secure per capita financing for ECD initiatives
Make It easier for local communities to finance new ECD services

Increase availabllity & capacity of day care services and
kindergartens
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SERBIA EQO%

PoMocC DeEcl

Key recommendations:

Develop a coherent cross-sectoral approach to ECD, supported by
legal and strategic documents

Strengthen social dialogue with various stakeholders, inc CSOs
and parents

Include children-specific priorities in the documents of the
Economic and Financial Dialogue

Give special attention & support to families near the poverty line
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plataforma

S PAIN de infancia

espana

Key recommendations:

Ensure universal access to quality ECEC

Develop better family support mechanisms to reach more families
In vulnerable situations, and from different poverty thresholds

Aim to decrease regional disparities in terms of education &
healthcare

Develop public policies to promote work-life balance & early
Intervention
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t the website:
rstYearsFirstPriority.eu

Contributor: Plataforma de Infancia

* The information provided in the country fact sheets reflects the situation
by end of August 2020,

NATIOMNAL CONTEXT

Spain has made adequate efforts over the past year to deliver on early childhood
developrnent policies and fo support farmiies wath young children’

first years

Spain has a national faw or act guaranteeing access to basic ECD services in Education,
Health, Nutrition, and/br Social and Child Protection for all children under 6 e '

Spain had a National Action Plan for Children and Young People in force for the period 2013-
2016, Howewver, it has not been renewed since. 0A new commitment is urgently needed and
should improve on the previous one by including better provisions for coordination between
different relevant public authorities, and by paying more attention to the local perspective.

Despite the lack of a comprehensive strategy on early childhood development (ECD),
individual policies and pieces of legislation provide for certain elements and rights:

@ In the area of child protection, two new laws approved in 2015 reformed the legal
framework governing the system of protection for children and adolescents.

@ Education in Spain is managed by the regions. For the moment, there is no universal
access to public education under three years of age. It is in place for children between
three and six years old, but is not compulsory. In 2019, the central government
in consultation with the regions put forward an eight-year plan to extend early
childheod education and care Lo all children under the official school age of six.

The target is approached differently by the regions - some plan to use subsidies for
private schools (La Rioja), others to give direct grants to families (Andalusia), and '
soma others to invest in public schools and remove tuition foes.

@ Healthcars for children from birth to six years is guaranteed. However, improvements
are still needed in the area of Early Childhood Intervention - a national law on
this is expected o be approved in the coming months, according Lo the Coalition
Government Agreement’. The approval of this law has been one of Plataforma de
Organizaciones de Infancia’s main demands to the Spanish Government in the past
years, and the organisation will now closely monitor its effective implementation.

@ Family support mechanlsms are available, but limited. Currently only provided to the
families below the severe poverty threshold, they support the most vulnerable, but
leave out farmilies living in moderale poverty. Therefore, additional support measures
for other poverty thresholds are needed,

According to the respondent organisation, the twe blggest challenges in Spain from the
perspective of early childhood development are:

1. Promoting education for children under three years of age, az quallty and access
to these services Iz stlll a significant challenge, sspeclally for famllles with lower '
Incomas.

2. Supperting famillss In vulnerable zituationsz, and pramoting work-life balancs.
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#Children's experience of their first 1,000 days last a
lifetime. Many families in vulnerable situations aren't
getting the support they need 2care adequately 4their
#newborns.Join the #FirstYearsFirstPriority launch
2find out what we're advocating 48how:
eurochild.wufoo.com/forms/first-ye...
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THE CAMPAIGN NEWS

THE CAMPAIGN
ACROSS EUROPE

Find out about early childhood development in the countries where the campaign operates:

Country

PDF PDF

Fact Sheet Spain 2020 Fact sheet Serbia 2020
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